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RULES FOR ENTRY TO PROCESSION AT 

READING CARNIVAL

PARTICIPANTS IN THE PROCESSION MUST COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING

1. The submission of an Application Form does not guarantee entry to the Procession. The organisers will consider all applications and allocate places in the Procession at their discretion. The organisers may request a deposit to be lodged before permitting a float to enter the Procession. The deposit will be returned after the event, provided that the float and all participants have complied with these Rules. Any breach of the Rules may result in the deposit being forfeited.

2. All vehicles taking part in the carnival procession are required to have a VSO (Vehicle Special Order) Certificate.  This certificate has to be obtained and a copy submitted to the Reading Community Carnival, no later than 14 days prior to the procession.  As this is an essential Health and Safety and Legal requirement of the procession, any groups’ vehicle that does not have this certificate submitted by this time will be refused entry to the procession.  (VSO forms and information are contained in your float application information).
3. There will be road closures in place to ensure the safety of all participating in the procession. Carnival Stewards will be responsible for maintaining these closures.

4. Full-sleeved reflective jackets will easily identify the Carnival Stewards – please follow any instructions given by any of these officers.

5. Float organisers are requested to note that costume makers should be encouraged to use non-inflammable materials for their costumes.

6. In order to comply with the regulations, floats will be checked for stability, roadworthiness and safety of occupants, including length and height restrictions, prior to the start of the procession. The Carnival organisers reserve the right to refuse entry to any Float or Group not complying with these Rules or for any other reason at the Organisers’ absolute discretion.
7. Each organisation entering a float must provide at least four adult stewards to oversee the smooth running of the activity and the safety of the participants. Names of stewards must be provided to the Carnival organisers by 30 April 2011.
8. Each Float organiser must produce (a) Name of Driver (b) Address of Driver (c) Driver Insurance details, prior to the start of the procession.

9. The driver of each float will be provided with a Dry Powder Extinguisher for use in the event of a fire. These must be signed for and returned at the end of the procession.
10. When the procession is moving along the route, people MUST NOT attempt to get on or off their vehicles.

11. Children must be supervised at all times when travelling on or near to moving vehicles.
12. All participants must follow ANY instruction or advice given by the Carnival Stewards and Police before the procession starts and when the procession is underway.

13. The consumption and carrying of alcohol is prohibited once the procession is in progress. Float organisers must ensure that no alcohol is consumed or carried on floats while it is moving on the public highway.
14. Music may only be played before and during the Procession. When floats arrive back in the Assembly Area, all music and sound systems must be turned off immediately.
15. The organisers will monitor the sound levels of all floats. If the organisers consider sound levels are excessive, the float organisers must reduce sound levels to an acceptable level. Any refusal to comply with the instructions of the organisers or the stewards will result in the sound being turned off.  The organisers of Reading Carnival will take all reasonable steps to ensure that the Procession takes place as planned. The organisers reserve the right to cancel or re-route the procession or any part of it in the event of bad weather or for any other reason. In such case, the organisers accept no liability for any loss or damage incurred by the entrants. All participants are advised to take out their own cancellation insurance.

16. Entrants to the Procession are advised that the insurance of the Reading Community Carnival may not cover their public liability during the event. You are advised to get your own Public Liability Insurance cover.

17. All floats and participants must comply with the current Reading Community Carnival Management Plan. A copy is available on request.

18. Any breach of these Rules may lead to refusal of entry to or removal from the Procession.
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Chairperson: Pat Alleyne

“Bringing the Sun and a Smile to the Thames Valley” ! :

Vice Chair: Louise Chandler

PO Box 17, Reading. RG1 7TD
Tel: 0118 939 0395
Fax: 08717153016
email: info@readingcarnival.org.uk
www.readingcarnival.org.uk
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